
YO, Peace
By Kenzie Kovacs-Szabo
Have you heard of the International Day of Peace on September 21st?  Well, did you know that we celebrated it right 
here in Woodinville?  (Except we held our festival on the 18th of September instead…)
Yep, using the Roots & Shoots’s idea of giant white peace dove puppets, handmade and fluttering in the wind in a two-
dove parade while a song written especially for the holiday was performed live in the background by singer/activist 
Dana Lyons, we had a Peace Day Festival at the Olympic Nursery. Other performers such as the Celtic Fire Band & 
Tangletown Band played their own songs, and speakers talked while other activities like a scavenger hunt, big bubbles, 
veggie animals, bee tubes, and others kept kids…and also some adults…occupied.
In honor of the day, while working my own recycled collage activity, I found time to ask some of the passersby, “What 
do you think of when you think of world peace?”
Nine-year-old Ben told me it meant “nobody shooting each other.”
Carolin said that world peace means “treating every human and non-human with respect, kindness, and compassion.”
Among other reflections were Eric’s: “Peace starts with the people you’re seeing every day,” and Trish’s: “[I think of] 
being surrounded by green!”
Dana Lyons thinks world peace will happen when “…Everyone has enough food, safe housing, access to education, and 
health care.”
Andrew’s idea of world peace was “everyone coming together, eating food and building community.”
“There is no way to peace, peace is the way,” from Unity Church is another nice one.
Of course, I just have to agree with this last quote: “World peace means ice cream!”
Thank you, everyone, for lending me your time and your words of wisdom. What do YOU imagine when you hear the 
phrase ‘World Peace’?  No matter what it is, world peace starts with you.  So let’s all celebrate, even when the Day of 
Peace is over, because peace is just so totally awesome!

Kenzie Kovacs-Szabo is a 14 year-old homeschooled resident of Hollywood Hill whose greatest passions are writing, reading, and 
acting.  She recently self-published one of her novels on Kindle at Amazon.com, called Dragon Claws. 
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By: Dave Hunter
My message is simple. I want to continue to have diverse 
food on my table in 10 years.
Bees play a vital role with our groceries. I have learned 
that about every third bite of food we eat is due to 
managed pollination with bees. Most all fruit, much of 
our vegetables, and quite a bit of our grain are due to 
these wonderful insects.
I’m sure that you’ve heard we are in the beginning part 
of an impending tragedy with our honey and bumble 
bees. The science community that I talk to are doing 
all they can to “save the bee”. I also hear these same 
scientists say that they may not succeed. I am choosing 
to minimize the impact. The interesting part is that you, 
the gardener, can participate with me quite easily.
What’s happening with our bees? Unfortunately, it’s not 
just one issue.
• Our honey bees now carry diseased mites introduced 

from Chinese honey bees
• We have disappearing honey bee colonies across the 

world due to “colony collapse disorder”
• There’s an alarming drop in numbers of bumble bees 

across the continent
• Pesticides in both the commercial fields and residen-

tial yards have huge impacts
• Global change with weather isn’t helpful either. 

(cool summers on the west, droughts in the south, 
and torrential rains in the east all have negative 
impacts)

• The last four years have seen our national commer-
cial honey bees lose about 35% per year. They can 
“split hives” each year, but their numbers continue 
to drop.

That’s the challenge in front of us. There are alternatives 
that can be pursued to provide pollination. You can share 
in the solution!
Initially, please understand the importance of bees in 
your yard. They pollinate your fruit and nut trees, they 
ensure that your perennials have seeds for the following 
year, and they are vital for a pollinated garden. A healthy 
yard has a variety of bees in it.
Bees live in hives, in underground nests, and in holes in 
reeds and trees. Bees are social (honey bees) or soli-
tary (the mason bee). Social bees defend nests, where 
as solitary do not (and as a result rarely sting). The bee 
kingdom has simple needs; food (pollen and nectar from 
your flowers), shelter (ground nests, hives, mason bee 
tubes), and a healthy environment (no pesticides, clean 
holes to nest in.)
An alternate solution where you and I can team together 
is to raise as many mason bees as possible across the 
US. In 5-7 years, I’ll be asking for your excess mason 
bees. These bees will be given to regional pollinators 
for use in regional orchards. (Chicago bees are sent to 
Wisconsin apple orchards, northwest bees to Wenatchee/
Yakima.) 
Your role is quite simple:
• Have as much pollen growing in your yard as 

long as possible. (Early spring through fall). This 
shouldn’t be difficult for seasoned gardeners like 
you! Grow native plants over imports and old style 
over double blossoms. (Double blossoms don’t have 
much pollen/nectar and bees can’t get into them 
well.)

What’s the buzz with bees!

6

Continued on next page



• Leave the borders of your yard natural and messy! (sticks and leaves left, dirt exposed) Beauty bark is an impen-
etrable barrier to nest underneath and hides mud that can be used by bees/wasps. Natural, messy borders attracts 
ground nesting bees (like the bumble bee), plus it provides mud for your mason bees!

• Please limit your use of pesticides. Teach your neighbors as well. Their spraying kills your bees. Follow organic 
concepts as much as possible.

Learn the basics about the easy-to-raise mason bees. My website, www.crownbees.com http://www.crownbees.com/.
has good information for the starting bee-fan. 

For the period from Nov. 1, 2010 to Oct. 31, 2011, the HHA's income from Dues was $6452 and additional 
Contributions were $1,163 for a total income of $7,615. Total expenses were $5.564.

12 Month Financial Summary
HHA  Income and Expenditures
Nov 1, 2010 through Oct 31, 2011

Income:
Membership Dues 6,451.68 85%
Contributions 1,163.10 15%
Total Income Nov 1, 2010 through Oct 31, 2011 7,614.78 100%

Expenses:
Misc Expenses: Bank Charges/Contributions: 207.00 4%
Federal/King County Taxes 65.05 1%
Insurance: Directors/Liability 1,513.00 27%
Newsletter: Printing/Postage/Labels/Envelopes 2,608.03 47%
Professional fees: Accounting 930.00 17%
Rent:  Post Office Box 40.00 1%
Office Supplies: Tax Forms/Quickbooks/Flash drives 200.94 4%
Total Expenses Nov 1, 2010 through Oct 31, 2011 5,564.02 100%
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Hollywood Hill Association
P.O. Box 404
Woodinville, WA 98072

CHECK YOUR LABEL -- ARE YOUR DUES CURRENT?

Get Hollywood Hill E-Mail News and Alerts
The HHA maintains an email list for disseminating news and alerts to the community in a timely and cost 
efficient manner. The list is used only for this purpose and we do not share lists. If you would like to be on 
the list, contact our webmaster John Snow at: johnsnow@hollywoodhillassoc.org


